Annual Work Plan 2010

Lao PDR
Project Title: Support to an Effective Lao National Assembly
(SELNA)
UNDAF Outcome(s): 3. By 2011, strengthened capacities of public and

private institutions to fulfil their duties and
greater people’s participation in governance and
advocacy for the promotion of human rights in
conformity with the Millennium Declaration

Expected CP Outcome(s): 3.2. Increased and more equitable access to
(Those linked to the project and extracted from the justice and strengthened rule of law

CPAP)

Expected CP Output(s): 7.2. Strengthened oversight functions of the
(Those that will result from the project and National Assembly in holding government
extracted from the CPAP) agencies accountable for improved performance,

including more timely and predictable delivery
of services and implementation of laws

Implementing partner: The National Assembly
Responsible Parties: The National Assembly Departments and
Committees
Narrative

The objective of the Joint Programme is to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the
National Assembly of Lao PDR (NA). The programme, entitled “Support to an Effective Lao
National Assembly (SELNA)”, is expected to begin in late 2008 and end in 2012. The overall
objective is ‘An efficient, effective and accountable parliament supporting development and
poverty reduction for the citizens of the Lao PDR’.

SELNA will support the National Assembly to further strengthen its legislative, oversight and
representational capacities through initiatives involving parliamentarians, the parliamentary
committees, committee support staff, and the office of the National Assembly. The programme
will also integrate support to the government of Lao PDR to develop national policies and
legislation for the establishment of local councils as sub-national representative institutions.

The programme comprises three main components:

1: Enhanced Parliamentary Capacity for Exercising Legislative and Oversight Responsibility
e Strengthen and enhance the capacity of the parliamentarians & committees to exercise
their interrelated functions: law making, executive oversight, national budget review and
execution oversight,;

2: Effective Parliamentary Representation of Citizens
¢ Increase opportunities for interaction between National Assembly members and their
constituents; Enhanced public awareness of the constitutional role and mandate National
Assembly, improved access to proceedings of parliament, draft legislation and laws;



Improving the process of petitions with the aim of upgrading the current petitions
department to a NA committee vested with ombudsman-like functions; expanding the

National Assembly hotline service.

3. Strengthened Parliamentary Support Services

e Strengthen the Office of the National Assembly to deliver effective services to the
parliament, the committees and members and build internal parliamentary management
and financial structures for improved sustainability.

The programme will be implemented by the National Assembly in partnership with the UN, with
technical and financial inputs initially pledged from UNAIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEEF,
UNIFEM & UNODC. The programme will forge additional partnerships with other UN agencies

and other organisations, as appropriate.

The total budget of the programme is US$ 4,125,000 over four years.

Programme Period: 2009 - 2012

Key Result area 2.2. Strengthening
responsive governing
institutions

(Strategic Plan):

Atlas Award ID: 00056757
Atlas Project ID: 00069660
Duration: 01.01.2009 - 31.12.2012

Estimated 2010 annual budget: $840,000

Total allocated resources: $600,759
o Government $in kind
o EU $398,734
o UNDP $135,000
o UNICEF $30,525
o UNFPA $ 16,500
o UNIFEM $20,000
o UNODC $0

Unfunded budget: $239,241

Date Name/Title

k2 2 JAN 200

Hon. Thongteun Xayasene
NA Chief of Cabinet

i) 3(81] ‘(9,85(&1} For the National Assembly

UN Agencies

Ms. Sonam Yangchen-Rana
UN Resident Coordinator and
UNDP Resident Representative
For United Nations
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